
POLS 221: Religion and Politics in the United States (Fall 2015) 

 

Instructor: Andre P. Audette                                                                                    Email: aaudette@nd.edu 

Office: 421 Decio Hall                                                                                   Meeting Schedule: TR 9:30-10:45 

Office Hours: MWR 11:00-12:00, or by appointment                                                                  Classroom: DeBartolo Hall 316 

 

“We have this idea in our minds that there’s this separation of church and state in 

America…and we extend that to our politics – not just church and state, but it’s also there’s a 

separation of religion and politics. But of course there isn’t.” – Stephen Colbert (2012) 

 

Course Description 

Despite a supposed constitutional principle of “separation of church and state,” religion has 

a long history of influence in American politics. In this course, we will critically examine the 

interrelationship of religion and politics beginning with the American Founding and 

continuing through the present day. We’ll begin with a discussion of how religion and 

politics are allowed to/should mix, then explore how various religious organizations have 

attempted to influence the political system.  We’ll analyze survey research on the beliefs 

and behaviors of American religious groups and how they interact in an increasingly 

diverse religious and political environment, and conclude by discussing whether religion 

plays a supportive or damaging role in American democracy. 

 

Prerequisite: one introductory course in American politics 

 

Course Objectives 

 Identify the major groups, events, and ideas that have defined U.S. religion and 

politics 

 Explain how religion impacts mass-level political behavior and opinions 

 Think critically about the role of religion in American democracy, both empirically 

and normatively 

 Learn the basic methods and techniques of religion and politics research 

 Leave this course better able to synthesize and intelligently express your own points 

of view, both orally and in writing 



2 

 

Required Texts 

The following materials are available in the campus bookstore or through other online 

retailers. Please be sure to purchase the correct edition. 

 Wald & Calhoun-Brown. Religion and Politics in the United States, 7th ed. Rowman & 

Littlefield Press. [cited below as WCB] 

 Wilcox & Robinson. Onward Christian Soldiers: The Religious Right in American 

Politics, 4th ed. Westview Press. [cited below as WR] 

 Wilson (ed.). From Pews to Polling Places: Faith and Politics in the American Religious 

Mosaic. Georgetown University Press. [cited below as Wilson] 

All other course materials will be available on the library reserves through the library 

website, unless otherwise indicated. I will also occasionally email short articles that are 

relevant to our class discussions. 

 

Course Requirements 

To help you achieve the course objectives, final grades will be assessed through the 

following evaluations: 

 Religion and the candidates paper (15%) 

 Faith tradition paper (15%) 

 Religion and political attitudes/behavior paper (15%) 

 Religion and democracy paper (20%) 

 Final exam (20%) 

 Participation (10%) 

*Further information on these course requirements will be distributed in class* 

Religion and the candidates paper (Due: Sept. 27th): 

For this paper, you will select one of the many 2016 presidential candidates and write 

about the role religion has played or will likely play in their campaign. Among the topics 

you should cover include: the religious background of the candidate, their positions on 

issues related to religion, support or opposition from religious groups, and how religion 

might help or hinder the candidate’s presidential ambitions. Your paper should ultimately 

address why religion plays the role it does in the candidate’s campaign. The paper should 

be at least five pages (double-spaced) and turned in via email. 
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Faith tradition paper (Due: Nov. 1st): 

To write this paper, you will research the history, beliefs, and political involvement of a 

faith tradition that is different from your own. You will also attend one off-campus worship 

service of this faith tradition and discuss whether what happened at this service could be 

considered “political” in any way. The paper should be at least five pages (double-spaced) 

and turned in via email. 

Religion and political attitudes/behavior paper (Due: Nov. 22nd): 

Over the course of the semester, you will learn how to conduct basic quantitative analyses 

using recent data on religion and politics. After you have seen the data available, you will 

select (and I will approve) a topic on religion and politics to research and statistically 

analyze. Your analyses should be supported with our readings from class and other 

pertinent sources in a paper of at least five pages (double-spaced) and turned in via email. 

Religion and democracy paper (Due: Dec. 15th): 

After spending the semester reading about religion and politics, you will write a paper that 

answers the question of whether religion plays a damaging or supportive role in American 

democracy. In this paper, you should synthesize the course readings and offer your own 

opinion on this question, supported by evidence. The paper should be at least five pages 

(double-spaced) and turned in via email. 

Final exam: 

The final exam will be cumulative and is closed-book. It will include multiple-choice, short 

answer, and essay questions. I will also give you one essay question right now: how should 

one’s faith (or lack of faith) inform their political activity? Discuss using our readings from 

class and your research for the religion and democracy paper. 

Participation: 

A large part of our class will be based on discussion; therefore, it is essential that you come 

to class ready to actively participate. This includes (but is not limited to): attending class 

regularly, carefully reading the assigned texts, sharing your thoughts, opinions, and 

insights in discussion, considering and raising opposing viewpoints, engaging in respectful 

dialogue with others, listening attentively to others’ perspectives, and following the 

discussion policies listed in this syllabus. You will receive an advisory midterm 

participation grade to help you assess where you are at halfway through the course. 

An additional way of earning participation points is by participating in online discussion 

responses through Sakai. Every Monday I will post questions based on the readings to the 

“Forums” tab, found at sakai.nd.edu. Importantly, online discussion is not a substitute for 
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in-class attendance and participation, and will only count for partial credit. This is simply a 

way for you to increase your participation grade by discussing points you were unable to 

raise in class or had more time to think about after class or your own further research. 

 

Grades will be calculated using the following scale: 

Letter Grade: Percentage 

Grade: 

Letter Grade: Percentage 

Grade: 

A 93-100% C 73-76.99% 

 A- 90-92.99% C- 70-72.99% 

 B+ 87-89.99%  D+ 67-69.99% 

           B 83-86.99%            D 63-66.99% 

B- 80-82.99% D- 60-62.99% 

C+ 77-79.99% F 0-59.99% 

 

 

Course Policies 

Academic Honor Code: 

All students are expected to be familiar with and uphold the University of Notre Dame 

Academic Code of Honor (http://www.nd.edu/~hnrcode/). Any student found to have 

violated these policies of academic integrity will receive a failing grade on the assignment 

and may be subject to further penalties by the university. If you have any questions about 

avoiding plagiarism or any of the other policies, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Late Work/Extra Credit: 

An important part of career preparation is the ability to meet deadlines and fulfill the 

requirements of your work. Therefore, late assignments will be subject to a half-letter 

grade reduction for every 24 hour period that the assignment is late. Additionally, there 

will be no extra credit given on an individual basis. 

Laptops and Electronic Devices: 

You are permitted to use laptops in class for note-taking purposes only. Cell phones and 

other electronics should put away during class. To do otherwise detracts not only from 

your learning, but from other students’ as well. 
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Attendance:  

Class attendance is expected, but not required, in this course. However, keep in mind that it 

is impossible to participate if you do not attend class. Furthermore, you are responsible for 

all of the material covered in class, and it is thus in your best interest to attend every class. 

If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from another student or to 

contact the instructor before the next class to discuss the material you missed. 

Discussion Policies: 

The goal of discussion is to understand and learn from the viewpoints and experiences of 

others in order to better understand our own opinions and the functioning of the world 

around us. Specifically, our goal in this course is to consider various components of and to 

think critically about American democracy. Just as multiple voices are necessary for a 

healthy democracy, your participation is important for the learning experiences of your 

fellow classmates and your instructor. Therefore, participation will be graded on the 

quality, and not just quantity, of your contribution to this endeavor. To create an 

environment where everyone has the opportunity to participate, respect for individual 

differences and viewpoints will be maintained at all times. In sum, you are allowed and 

encouraged to disagree with other students, the professor, or the texts, but disagreement 

should always be expressed in a respectful manner inside and outside of the classroom. 

Exceptions, Extensions, and Exemptions: 

Exceptions to the policies and schedule on this syllabus are granted only in the cases of a 

true emergency. Please make arrangements with your instructor if an emergency arises. 

Disability Statement: 

If you have a disability, I am happy to work with you and the Office of Disability Services 

(ODS) to provide the appropriate accommodations. At the beginning of the semester, 

please contact the ODS (disabilityservices.nd.edu) to make the necessary arrangements. 

Syllabus Changes: 

I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus or the course schedule. Advance notice 

will be provided for any changes. 

Questions, Concerns, Comments 

If you have any questions at any point, please do not hesitate to contact me. I encourage 

you to come to my office hours even if you just want to discuss politics or some other 

subject, and I can set up appointments if you are unable to meet during the scheduled 

times. (Please try to give me at least 24 hours notice if you’d like to make an appointment.) 
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Other Resources 

As your instructor, I am happy to assist you in meeting your goals for this semester. Notre 

Dame also has a number of other resources to assist you with this process. I will highlight a 

few here, and am willing to discuss any additional concerns you may have in my office 

hours or via email. 

Writing Center: Schedule appointments online at writingcenter.nd.edu 

Library System: library.nd.edu or political science librarian Pix Fleming (kflemin4@nd.edu) 

University Counseling Center: (574) 631-7336 or ucc.nd.edu 

Campus Ministry: 114 Coleman-Morse Center or campusministry.nd.edu 

Career Center: 248 Flanner Hall or careercenter.nd.edu 

 

 

Course Outline and Schedule 

*Reading assignments are to be completed before the date they are listed. 

*Please bring all assigned readings to class (paper or electronic). 

 

Tuesday, Aug. 25th – Introduction and What You Know 

 Olson, Laura. 2006. “Research on American Religion and Politics: A Survey of the 

Field” in Religion, Politics, and American Identity: New Directions, New Controversies. 

Chapter 1. pp. 3-17. 

Thursday, Aug. 27th – Religion in American Society 

 WCB. Chapters 1-2. pp. 1-37. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1st – Religion in Early America 

 Finke, Roger & Rodney Stark. 2008. The Churching of America 1776-2005. Chapters 

1-2. pp. 1-54. 

Thursday, Sept. 3rd – Big Changes 

 Putnam, Robert D. & David E. Campbell. 2010. American Grace: How Religion Divides 

and Unites Us. Chapters 3-4. pp. 70-133. 
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Tuesday, Sept. 8th – The Current Religious Landscape 

 Putnam & Campbell. Chapter 11. pp. 369-418.  

 Skim the 2015 Pew Research report on “America’s Changing Religious Landscape” 

[link on Sakai] 

Thursday, Sept. 10th – Theories, Definitions, and Measurement 

 Djupe, Paul A. & Christopher P. Gilbert. 2009. The Political Influence of Churches. 

Introduction. pp. 1-20. 

 Friesen, Amanda & Michael W. Wagner. 2012. “Beyond the ‘Three Bs’: How 

American Christians Approach Faith and Politics.” Politics and Religion 5(2). pp. 224-

252.  

 Wald, Kenneth D. & Corwin E. Smidt. “Measurement Strategies in the Study of 

Religion and Politics” in Rediscovering the Religious Factor in American Politics. 

Chapter 2. pp. 26-49. 

Tuesday, Sept. 15th – Religion and Political Campaigns 

 WCB. Chapter 5. pp. 109-141. 

 Albertson, Bethany L. 2015. “Dog-Whistle Politics: Multivocal Communication and 

Religious Appeals.” Political Behavior 37(1). pp. 3-26. 

 Campbell, David E. et al. 2011. “The Party Faithful: Partisan Images, Candidate 

Religion, and the Electoral Impact of Party Identification.” American Journal of 

Political Science 55(1). pp. 42-58. 

Thursday, Sept. 17th – The God Gap 

 Green, John C. 2010. The Faith Factor: How Religion Influences American Elections. 

Chapters 1, 8, Postscript. pp. 1-20, 167-182. 

Tuesday, Sept. 22nd – Culture Wars: A Divided America? 

 Hunter, James Davison. 1991. Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define America. Chapters 

1, 4. pp. 31-51, 107-132. 

 Layman, Geoffrey. 2001. The Great Divide: Religious and Cultural Conflict in American 

Party Politics. Introduction. pp. 1-21. 

Thursday, Sept. 24th – Culture Wars: Myth or Reality? 

 Dionne, E.J. Jr. 2008. Souled Out: Reclaiming Faith & Politics After the Religious Right. 

Chapter 2. pp. 45-70. 

 Fiorina, Morris P. 2010. Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America, 3rd ed. 

Chapters 1-2. pp. 1-32. 

 Religion and the candidates paper due Sunday by 11:59pm 
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Tuesday, Sept. 29th – The Christian Right I 

 WR. Chapters 1-2. pp. 3-73. 

Thursday, Oct. 1st – The Christian Right II 

 WR. Chapters 3-5. pp. 77-205. 

Tuesday, Oct. 6th – The Christian Left (?) 

 Wilson. Chapter 3. pp. 53-79. 

 Kellstedt, Lyman A. et al. 2007. “A Gentle Stream or a ‘River Glorious?’ The Religious 

Left in the 2004 Election” in A Matter of Faith: Religion in the 2004 Presidential 

Election. Chapter 13. 232-256. 

 Sullivan, Amy. 2008. The Party Faithful: How and Why Democrats Are Closing the God 

Gap. Chapter 8. pp. 205-220. 

Thursday, Oct. 8th – Mainline Protestants 

 WCB. pp. 263-270. 

 Wilson. Chapter 2. pp. 29-51. 

 Roof, Wade Clark & William McKinney. 1987. American Mainline Religion: Its 

Changing Shape and Future. Introduction and Chapter 7. pp. 3-10, 229-251. 

Tuesday, Oct. 13th – Politics in/of Churches 

 Beyerlein, Kraig & Mark Chaves. 2003. “The Political Activities of Religious 

Congregations in the United States.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42(2). 

pp. 229-246. 

 Putnam & Campbell. Chapter 12. pp. 419-442. 

Thursday, Oct. 15th – Civic Engagement 

 Djupe & Gilbert. Chapter 5. pp. 177-210. 

 Verba, Sidney et al. 1995. Voice and Equality: Civic Voluntarism in American Politics. 

Chapter 8. pp. 228-266. 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 20th – Thursday, Oct. 22nd NO CLASS – FALL BREAK 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 27th – Jews in American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 270-278. 

 Wilson. Chapter 8. pp. 185-212. 

 

 



9 

 

Thursday, Oct. 29th – Muslims in American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 297-304. 

 Wilson. Chapter 9. pp. 213-250. 

 Kalkan, Kerem Ozan et al. 2009. “’Bands of Others’? Attitudes toward Muslims in 

Contemporary American Society.” Journal of Politics 71(3). pp. 847-862. 

 Faith tradition paper due Sunday by 11:59pm 

Tuesday, Nov. 3rd – Mormons in American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 205-311. 

 Wilson. Chapter 5. pp. 105-129. 

 Campbell, David E. et al. 2014. Seeking the Promised Land: Mormons and American 

Politics. Chapters 9-10. pp. 222-264. 

Thursday, Nov. 5th – Religion and Public Opinion 

 WCB. Chapter 7. pp. 183-206. 

 Campbell, David E. et al. 2012. “A Jump to the Right, A Step to the Left: Religion and 

Public Opinion” in New Directions in Public Opinion. Chapter 8. pp. 168-192. 

 Guth, James L. et al. 1995. “Faith and the Environment: Religious Beliefs and 

Attitudes on Environmental Policy.” American Journal of Political Science 39(2). pp. 

364-382. 

Tuesday, Nov. 10th – Fun Math Class (In Computer Lab) 

 Audette, Andre. “Quantitative Methods Guide.” [on Sakai] 

Thursday, Nov. 12th – Catholics in American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 243-263. 

 Wilson. Chapter 4. pp. 81-104. 

 Gray, Mark M. & Mary E. Bendyna. 2008. “Between Church, Party, and Conscience: 

Protecting Life and Promoting Social Justice among U.S. Catholics” in Catholics and 

Politics: The Dynamic Tension Between Faith and Power. Chapter 5. pp. 75-92. 

 Wilson, J. Matthew. 2006. “The Changing Catholic Voter: Comparing Responses to 

John Kennedy in 1960 and John Kerry in 2004” in A Matter of Faith: Religion in the 

2004 Presidential Election. Chapter 9. pp. 163-179. 

Tuesday, Nov. 17th – Latino Religions and American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 291-297. 

 Wilson. Chapter 7. pp. 161-184. 

 Audette, Andre. “Charisma and Conservatism: Charismatic Catholics in Latino 

Politics” [on Sakai] 

 Winters, Michael Sean. 2008. Left at the Altar: How the Democrats Lost the Catholics 

and How the Catholics Can Save the Democrats. Chapter 9. pp. 211-221. 
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Thursday, Nov. 19th – African-American Religions and American Politics 

 WCB. pp. 280-290. 

 Harris, Fredrick C. 1999. Something Within: Religion in African-American Political 

Activism. Introduction. pp. 3-11. 

 Harris, Fredrick C. 2010. “Entering the Promised Land? The Rise of Prosperity 

Gospel and Post-Civil Rights Black Politics” in Religion and Democracy in the United 

States: Danger or Opportunity? Chapter 8. pp. 255-278. 

 McDaniel, Eric L. 2008. Politics in the Pews: The Political Mobilization of Black 

Churches. Introduction and Chapter 2. pp. 1-8, 21-56. 

 Religion and political attitudes/behavior paper due Sunday by 11:59pm 

Tuesday, Nov. 24th – The “Nones” 

 Cimino, Richard & Christopher Smith. 2007. “Secular Humanism and Atheism 

Beyond Progressive Secularism.” Sociology of Religion 68(4). pp. 407-424. 

 Hout, Michael & Claude S. Fischer. 2002. “Why More Americans Have No Religious 

Preference: Politics and Generations.” American Sociological Review 67(2). pp. 165-

190. 

 Keysar, Ariela. 2007. “Who Are America’s Atheists and Agnostics?” in Secularism & 

Secularity: Contemporary International Perspectives. Chapter 3. pp. 33-39. 

 

Thursday, Nov. 26th NO CLASS – HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 1st – Religious Switching 

 Kosmin, Barry A. & Ariela Keysar. 2006. Religion in a Free Market: Religious and Non-

Religious Americans. Chapter 4. pp. 56-64. 

 Putnam & Campbell. Chapter 5. pp. 134-160. 

Thursday, Dec. 3rd – Religion and Gender 

 WCB. pp. 318-331. 

 Audette, Andre et al. “Reconciling the God and Gender Gaps: The Influence of 

Women in Church Politics.” [on Sakai] 

 Calhoun-Brown, Allison. 2010. “This Far by Faith? Religion, Gender, and Efficacy” in 

Religion and Democracy in the United States: Danger or Opportunity? Chapter 9. pp. 

279-307. 

 

 

 



11 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 8th – Religion and Tolerance 

 Gibson, James L. 2010. “The Political Consequences of Religiosity: Does Religion 

Always Cause Political Intolerance?” in Religion and Democracy in the United States: 

Danger or Opportunity? Chapter 5. pp. 147-175. 

 Putnam & Campbell. Chapter 15. pp. 516-550. 

Thursday, Dec. 10th – Religion and Democracy: The Verdict 

 WCB. Chapter 12. pp. 351-375. 

 Campbell, David E. & Robert D. Putnam. 2012. “God and Caesar in America: Why 

Mixing Religion and Politics is Bad for Both.” Foreign Affairs 91(2). pp. 34-43. 

 Smidt, Corwin E. et al. 2008. Pews, Prayers, & Participation: Religion & Civic 

Responsibility in America. Chapter 6. pp. 174-207. 

Tuesday, Dec. 15th – Eschatology 

 FINAL EXAM (10:30AM-12:30PM) 

 Religion and democracy paper due by 11:59pm 


